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Minutes of the Meeting of Crediton Town Council held on

Tuesday, 19*" November 2019, at 7.00 pm, at The Old Landscore School, Greenway, Crediton

Present: Clirs Mr F Letch, Miss J Harris, Mrs H Zorlu, Mr J Downes, Mr M Szabo, Mrs E
Brookes-Hocking, Mr A Wyer, Mr J Cairney, Mr J Ross, Mrs L Martin and Mr P
Vincent

In Attendance: Devon County Councillor Mr Nick Way
Mrs C Dalley, Town Clerk

1911/101 To receive and accept apologies
There were no apologies.

1911/102 Declarations of Interest
Clirs Letch, Wyer, Downes and Cairney declared that as members of more than one
authority, that any views or opinions expressed at this meeting would be provisional and
would not prejudice any views expressed at a meeting of another authority.

1911/103 Public Question Time
There were no members of the public present.

1911/104 Order of Business
It was resolved to bring forward agenda items 17 and 20 to be considered after agenda
item 7 ‘Matters Arising’ in order that Clir Way can participate in the discussion items as
he has to leave the meeting early. (Proposed by ClIr Letch)

1911/105 Chairman’s and Clerk’s Announcements
The Town Clerk reminded Councillors that Saturday 23" November 2019 is Christmas in
Crediton.

The Chairman announced that he had attended three Remembrance Services, one at QE
School, the Civic Event at Holy Cross Church & the War Memorial on Remembrance
Sunday and the Act of Remembrance on Armistice Day.

1911/106 Town Council Minutes - To approve and sign the minutes of the Crediton Town Council
Meeting held on Tuesday, 17t" September 2019, as a correct record. It was resolved to
approve and sign the minutes of the Town Council meeting held on Tuesday, 17t
September 2019 as a correct record. (Proposed by ClIr Harris).

1911/107 Matters Arising
There were no matters arising.

1911/108 To consider the following motion from Clir Paul Vincent:

"That the Town Council objects to the policy of Devon County Council (Highways)
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enforcing parking restrictions on Bank Holidays (which should be - and were previously
under the Traffic Warden service - treated the same as on a Sunday); and, further,
objects to the discriminatory treatment of Crediton, by which parking restrictions in
45-minute parking zones start at 8 am (Monday - Saturday) whereas for other towns
such as Okehampton, North Tawton etc, the 45-minute period in similar zones begins
at10am." Clir Way advised that he had spoken to DCC Highways Officers and the figures
show that in reality not many people have been booked. The Officers have compared
Bank Holiday Mondays to other Mondays and this has identified, in his opinion, an issue.
The Officers are now investigating whether the wording on the plates can be changed.
To do this they are taking advice from the Department of Transport. Clir Way confirmed
that he has requested that Bank Holiday Mondays should be treated as Sundays and he
hopes to provide an update at the next Town Council meeting.

It was resolved for the Town Council to object to the policy of Devon County Council
enforcing parking restrictions on Bank Holidays and to request that the 45 minutes
parking restrictions start time is in line with other Devon towns. (Proposed by ClIr Harris)

1911/109 To consider a request from the Mayor of Lynton and Lynmouth Town Council, asking
Crediton Town Council to join forces with them, along with other Towns and Parishes
in Devon, to resist the proposed cuts to the Devon and Somerset Fire and Rescue
Service. Further information had been issued with the agenda. Clir Way declared that he
is a member of the Fire Authority and he will not be making his mind up on this issue until
the meeting in January. He advised that Lynton & Lynmouth Town is in the same position
as Crediton with the proposals to withdraw its second appliance. The meeting when the
decision is being made has been delayed until January 2020. This is due to the number
of responses received resulting from the consultation. Cllr Way was asked if there is a
strong case for a judicial review. Clir Way advised that he wouldn’t like to say although,
he understands why Lynton and Lynmouth want to go to a Judicial review. ClIr Harris
stated that if Crediton loses one of its two appliances it is likely to be the rapid response
vehicle and Crediton will no longer have the necessary equipment to deal with car
crashes, such as cutting equipment etc. Clir Wyer expressed concern regarding Lynton &
Lynmouth Town Council’s proposals as it states:

‘Once the Judicial Review is successful DSFRS will be required to redo the
proposals, consultations, and decision. Our objective is to ensure that any
new proposals are tested by Her Majesty's Inspectorate of Constabulary
and Fire & Rescue Services to ensure they are safe.’

This could mean that if Crediton Town Council supports the judicial review, especially
financially, there is no guarantee that the new proposals will get us any further. It was
resolved to advise Lynton and Lynmouth Town Council that Crediton Town Council has
already objected to the proposals and that the Council may be minded to support them
financially if they were successful in securing a judicial review. (Proposed by Clir Brookes-
Hocking)

1911/110 Police Report. A copy of the report had been issued with the agenda. Clir Brookes-
Hocking identified that the highest crime figures were for violence and sexual offences
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and queried why these two offences had been grouped together. She asked if this
category could be divided up. Clir Letch confirmed that as a Councillor Advocate he
would discuss this request with the Crediton Police Sergeant and report back. It was
resolved to note the Police Report. (Proposed by Clir Letch)

1911/111 To receive, and to ratify the decisions therein, the minutes of the following meetings:

® Christmas in Crediton Sub-Committee held on 1%t October 2019
It was resolved to receive and to ratify the decisions therein, the minutes of the
Christmas in Crediton Sub-Committee held on Tuesday, 1%t October 2019.
(Proposed by Clir Brookes-Hocking)

® Town Strategy Committee held on 15t October 2019
It was resolved to receive and to ratify the decisions therein, the minutes of the
Town Strategy Committee held on Tuesday, 1%t October 2019. (Proposed by Clir
Wyer)

® Council Affairs Committee held on 8t" October 2019
It was resolved to receive and to ratify the decisions therein, the minutes of the
Council Affairs Committee held on Tuesday, 8" October 2019. (Proposed by Clir
Harris)

® Christmas in Crediton Sub-Committee held on 22" October 2019
It was resolved to receive and to ratify the decisions therein, the minutes of the
Christmas in Crediton Sub-Committee held on Tuesday, 22" October 20109.
(Proposed by ClIr Brookes-Hocking)

® Council Affairs Committee held on 22" October 2019
It was resolved to receive and to ratify the decisions therein, the minutes of the
Council Affairs Committee held on Tuesday, 22" October 2019. (Proposed by Clir
Harris)

® P3 Parish Paths Sub-Committee held on 29t October 2019
It was resolved to receive and to ratify the decisions therein, the minutes of the
Parish Paths Sub-Committee held on Tuesday, 29t October. (Proposed by Clir
Szabo)

* Town Strategy Committee held on 5" November 2019
It was resolved to receive and to ratify the decisions therein, the minutes of the
Town Strategy Committee held on Tuesday, 5™" November 2019. (Proposed by Clir
Wyer)

® Christmas in Crediton Sub-Committee held on 12t November 2019
It was resolved to receive and to ratify the decisions therein, the minutes of the
Christmas in Crediton Sub-Committee held on Tuesday, 12" November 2019.
(Proposed by ClIr Brookes-Hocking)

* Environment Committee held on 12" November 2019
It was resolved to receive and to ratify the decisions therein, the minutes of the
Environment Committee held on Tuesday, 12" November 2019. It was noted that
Hannah Zorlu did send her apologies. (Proposed by Clir Harris)

Copies of the minutes had been issued with the agenda.

LOCAL COUNCIL
AWARD SCHEME
"QUALITY



Page 29

1911/112 Accounts Due for Payment and Receipts - To examine and agree the accounts due for
payment, receipts, and bank transfers for the period 18" September 2019 to 19
November 2019 inclusive and to receive the bank reconciliation. The schedule of
payments, receipts and bank transfers had been issued prior to the meeting. It was
resolved to approve the payments totalling £40,318.94, receipts totalling £136,671.67
and accept the bank reconciliation, copies of which are attached to these minutes as
Appendix One. (Proposed by Clir Letch)

1911/113 To receive a list of outstanding debts owed to Crediton Town Council.

It was resolved to note the outstanding debts and that they are being pursued. (Proposed
by Clir Letch)

1911/114 Budget Review - To review the budget for the year to date
The budget sheet had been issued prior to the meeting. It was resolved to note the
budget sheet and the information contained therein, a copy of which is attached to these
minutes as Appendix Two. (Proposed by Clir Letch)

1911/115 To receive a report from the Council’s internal control checkers, following the monthly
random inspection and agree any actions. A copy of the report had been issued prior to
the meeting. It was resolved to note the report with no further actions. (Proposed by Clir
Harris)

1911/116 To receive the Interim Internal Audit Report from the Council’s internal Auditors,
Auditing Solutions. A copy of the report had been issued with the agenda. It was
resolved to note the report with no further actions required. (Proposed by Clir Harris)

1911/117 To receive nominations for the appointment of members to fill vacancies on the
following committees and sub-committees following Clir Matthews resignation.
® Town Strategy Committee
® Councillor Affairs Committee
® Grants Sub-Committee
It was resolved for CliIr Cairney to join the Town Strategy Committee. (Proposed by Clir
Cairney)

It was resolved to defer the rest of the appointment until a new Councillor is co-opted
to the Council. (Proposed by Clir Downes)

1911/118 To consider the following motion from Clir Paul Vincent:

"That the Town Council opposes the systematic local trade in drugs, and will liaise with
police: to identify/take action against those involved in the regular buying and selling
of cannabis and other drugs, and to identify and obstruct locations where the illegal
sale of drugs takes place”. Clir Harris stated that the Town Council has always been
opposed to the taking of and dealing in drugs. It was noted that the Police crackdown on
County Lines can have a negative impact on smaller towns and parishes as it pushes the
issue out to them. Clir Ross expressed concern that the Council should not do anything
that may interfere with Police operations. It was resolved that the Town Council already
does and will continue to oppose the local trade in drugs and will continue to liaise with
the Police. (Proposed by CllIr Letch)
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1911/119 To consider the Council allocating a budget and supporting events being held on 5th
June 2020 to celebrate St Boniface/Devonshire Day. It was felt that events around St
Boniface Day would help promote the town and could be a fantastic community event.
It was resolved to allocate an earmarked reserve in the 2020-2021 budget of £1,000 to
support events being held on or around 5% June 2020 to celebrate St
Boniface/Devonshire Day. (Proposed by Clir Letch)

1911/120 To discuss and agree what actions, if any, can be taken regarding the prevention of drug
use at Newcombes Meadow toilets. The Town Clerk advised that she had looked into
the matter and taken advice and advised Councillors of her investigations. It was
resolved to continue with the Council’s current plan to close the ladies and gents toilets,
except for when events are held in Newcombes Meadow. To make the current disabled
toilet at the front of the building unisex with access for all with an automatic door lock
installed. To provide needle awareness training to the Council’s Cleaner and provide her
with a sharps disposal kit. (Proposed by CllIr Harris)

1911/121 Councillor Reports
Clir Ross provided a report which is attached as Appendix Three.

Cllr Szabo reported:
® the Friends of Crediton Railway Station are working with The Turning Tides
Project to create a new heritage exhibition space, which is accessible and
multisensory in the northbound waiting room at Crediton Railways Station.
® He had attended the Britain in Bloom Awards presentation in Newquay where
Crediton received a Silver Gilt Award. He would like this information added to
the Town Council’s website as he believes this is a unique selling point.

Cllr Cairney reported that Game Week is the last week of November.
Cllr Downes reported that National Rail is making improvements to its rolling stock.

Cllr Wyer reported that the four Crediton District Council Ward members had been
invited and attended a meeting at Crediton Rugby Club to discuss the Clubs move to
Pedlarspool. The Club is concerned regarding the difference in the Club’s expectations
and what the developers are proposing will happen. Councillors advised that the
development is outside the Town boundary and therefore not in their Ward. They
stressed that they were unable to give an opinion and directed the Club to the District
Council Ward members representing Sandford Parish.

Clir Letch reported that shortly it will be easier for people to volunteer for the Community
Speedwatch Scheme.

1911/122 Correspondence and Matters To Note - To receive Council correspondence and matters
to note. A list of the correspondence and matters to note had been issued with the
agenda. It was resolved to note the correspondence and matters to note. (Proposed by

Cllr Letch)
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1911/123 Close
The meeting closed at 8.14 pm.
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Appendix

John Ross Councillor report 19/11/2019

| attended a meeting with police co-ordinators and other members with a view to revise the Crediton
Community Speed Watch. In the past we have made a considerable difference to the safety of the roads
around Crediton by encouraging drivers to travel at safe speeds around our town but we need more
volunteers if we are to continue to be effective.

Chamber of Commerce

Is running another continued Totally Local campaign concentrating this time concentrating on Shopping
locally over Christmas.

The Chamber is also keen to be actively involved in the TC Climate Change and Sustainability Sub-
committee to represent local businesses. ‘

League of Friends of Crediton Hospital and Community Patients

Has offered funding towards an educational project proposed by Turning Tides, the construction of an
outdoor area at Crediton Library and has offered £5,000 for this year, and a further £5,000 for next year
to the Methodist church Youth café for help with an Open Access Youth Work project to assist taking
Social Wellbeing and advice into schools, colleges and any organisations where help may be needed.

The League is now online at: https://crediton-hospital-lof.com/index.html

And a new facebook page at: https://www.facebook.com/creditonlof/

And a new leaflet will shortly be available to better explain the purpose of the League.
Sustainable Crediton

The Woodland and Hedgerow group have held on farm working group meetings and will be hosting an
Open Morning event on Saturday 23™ November at the Landscore Old school building to attempt to
better engage with the public and encourage volunteer involvement.

The Waste group will be holding another Clothes Swap event on Saturday 30 November 2019 10:00 to 13:00
at the Congregational Church

The Pollinator project group are looking at other areas of land that might be added to the bee and pollinator
project to add to on the initial starter plot in Belle Parade and the assistance that they gave to Tesco by
working on a piece of land within the car park to create a wildflower plot.

Sustainable Crediton is committed to being an active member of the TC Climate Change and Sustainability
sub-committee.

John Ross

Three



