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Minutes of the Crediton Town Council Meeting, held on
Tuesday, 19'" September, at 7pm, at the Council Chamber, Market Street, Crediton
Present: // Clirs Mr F Letch, Miss J Harris, Mr R Wright, Mr J Ross, Mr J Downes, Mrs E Brookes-

3 Hocking, Mr=hi=ttfay, Mrs H Zorlu, Mrs J Walters, Mr M Szabo and Mrs A Hughes
(part meeting)

Mr Stephen Walford, Chief Executive Officer at Mid Devon District Council

Mr Peter Heal, Chairman of Mid Devon District Council

Miss Dee Weiner

Mrs Soozie Fernley

In Attendance: Mrs Clare Dalley, Town Clerk
Co-option candidate Mrs Anne Hughes
1 member of the press

1709/112 To receive and accept apologies
None received.

1709/113 Declarations of Interest
Clir Zorlu declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in agenda item 13 ‘Mid Devon District

Council — Planning Applications’ and planning application numbered 17/01265/HOUSE as
she owns the property.

ClIr Letch declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in agenda item 13 ‘Mid Devon District
Council — Planning Applications’ and planning application numbered 17/01265/HOUSE as
his daughter owns the property.

Clirs Letch and Wright and declared that as members of more than one authority, that any
views or opinions expressed at this meeting would be provisional and would not prejudice
any views expressed at a meeting of another authority.

1709/114 To meet Miss Dee Weiner, Special Olympics GB National Games Gold and Silver Medallist.
Clir Letch welcomed Miss Weiner to the meeting. Miss Weiner gave Councillors a short
presentation about herself and her achievements as a special Olympics athlete.

Clir Downes arrived at 7.08 pm and declared that as members of more than one authority, that any views
or opinions expressed at this meeting would be provisional and would not prejudice any views expressed
at a meeting of another authority.

Miss Weiner and Mrs Fernley left the meeting.

1709/115 To meet Peter Heal, Chairman of Mid Devon District Council and to ask him questions
: regarding the work of the District Council. A list of questions had been forwarded to Clir
Heal prior to the meeting. ClIir Letch introduced Cllr Heal to the meeting. Clir Heal

introduced Mr Stephen Walford the Chief Executive of Mid Devon District Council and

provided an overview of the structure and services provided by of Mid Devon District

Council. Following this he answered the following questions which had been raised by the
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Question 1

Can you provide us with 3 examples of how MDDC has improved the lives of the residents
of Crediton over the last 18 months.

Answer

We have undertaken over 80 inspections on food outlets or processing uses, prevented 15
Kyrtonians from becoming homeless, and brought 14 empty properties in the town back
into use. Crediton was also the first recipient of the District Council’s new approach to
community grant funding via service level agreements, with ‘The Onion Collective’
providing advice on ‘flagship’ community/social enterprise projects in the district. Crediton
Town Team approached the District Council for consultancy advice from the Onion
Collective to help scope and refine its plans to establish a Community Hub in Crediton, and
this was approved on 5th July 2017.

Of course, during that time we have also done 285,480 bin and recyclable collections for
the people of Crediton and processed 204 planning applications for those residents and
business wishing to amend/improve their properties.

Question 2

What do you think is the relationship between MDDC and CTC and is this what you think it
should be?

Answer

At a base level, the relationship is hierarchical in terms of local government service
provisioning: The county council provides strategic, countywide delivery of services that are
best commissioned at scale (highways, social care, education etc), whereas the District
provides most of the ‘place-based’ services such as planning, waste/recycling collections,
streetscene and litter, leisure provision, economic development, environmental health and
housing. Plus we also undertake much of the administrative aspects of government across
all tiers (for example we collect council tax and business rates for all precepting authorities
(county, fire, police, district and parish), as well as running all local and national elections).
Beyond function, relationship is determined by common interests, sentiment and attitude.
As the Chairman, it is not for me to comment on political matters, but | have noticed of late
what is perhaps best described as the publically-expressed sentiment of political difference.

Question 3

What do you think would be a good joint Strategic Plan to improve the lives of the people
of Crediton?

Answer

| would be very interested to hear your views on joint strategic planning, or wider
community engagement processes. A new method of community engagement is something
that the council is currently looking into, so | would welcome your views on the best way to
approach this and can feed these back to the council as appropriate.

Question 4

Given the level of MDDC in Tiverton with its purchases of the Pannier Market and some
shops, does the Council have any such useful plans for Crediton?

Answer

The council’s asset portfolio is reviewed at least quarterly, with regular sales and disposals
as well as purchases either for commercial return or strategic opportunity. Acquisitions are
made on a value proposition as well as market opportunity (i.e. when assets come to
market). If assets were to be available in Crediton that delivered the required return we
would certainly consider them.
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