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Minutes of Crediton Annual Town Meeting held on Monday 27t March 2019,
at 7.00 pm, in the Boniface Centre, Church Lane, Crediton

Present: Crediton Town Mayor and Chairman, Councillor Mr F Letch
19 Members of the Parish and 6 Members of the Public

In Attendance: Mrs C Dalley, Town Clerk
Mrs L Blake, Assistant Clerk

1. Welcomes and Introductions
The Mayor and Chairman of Crediton Town Council, Councillor Frank Letch, opened the meeting
and welcomed everyone.

2. Minutes of Annual Town Meeting
The minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held on 5™ March 2018, were confirmed as a correct
record and were duly signed by Councillor Letch.

Clir Letch then handed over the hosting of the event to Rosemary Stephenson and Kate Lock from
Crediton Town Team.

3. Toreceive the following presentations:
Kate and Rosemary explained that each group/organisation had been asked to give a brief
explanation about what it does, as well as one key proposal for Crediton in the future.

e (Crediton Town Team
The Town Team has been in existence since 2014. Its aim is to keep Crediton as a vibrant
exciting and great place to live. It currently has seven different projects on the go, these
include Credfest 2019, the Boniface Heritage Trail, for which they have just received £16,000
LEADER grant funding, Crediton flag project, Wellbeing Crediton, which is a new social
prescribing scheme and ‘The Heart Project’” which is a new community hub which will work
towards keeping the heart and vibrancy in the town.

Key proposal/idea: Keeping the heart and vibrancy in the town.

e Crediton Library

Crediton Library is run by Libraries Unlimited, a charitable mutual, since April 2016. There
were 45,000 visits to Crediton Library last year to access books, audiobooks, DVDs,
computers, events, clubs, exhibitions, etc. The Library provides resources and events for all
ages. To increase the offer to the community Crediton Library works in partnership with and
provides facilities for, a wide range of organisations: from Learn Devon for maths skills and
Elite training for IT skills to Upstream and U3A for poetry, craft, French and Spanish groups.
The library, with the involvement of the community and local organisations, put on new large
events such as a Local History Day and a Fun Palace of arts and sport cultural activities.
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This year the Library wants to utilise its outdoor space, which has fantastic views of
Newcombes Meadow by installing decking for level access and an awning. This will enable
the space to be fully utilised.

Key proposal/idea: To create outdoor space at the Library.

Crediton Arts Centre

There is something happening at Crediton Arts Centre every day, life drawing, performances,
martial arts etc. The Centre also appears all over Crediton and in surprising places. There
may be musicians playing in shops and businesses, the Centre contributes to Christmas in
Crediton, it helps people to display their artwork, it’s even provided street theatre in
Princesshay Square in Exeter. The Arts Centre wants to continue to explore what it is doing
for and with the people of the town and surrounding areas. A supply of the Arts Centre’s
current brochure had been brought along and everyone present was invited to take a copy.

Key proposal/idea: To support the Town Team’s cultural hub, it would be great.

Turning Tides
Unfortunately, a representative of Turning Tides was unable to attend.

Crediton International Social and Cultural Organisation (CISCO)
Unfortunately, a representative of CISCO was unable to attend.

Crediton Age Concern
Unfortunately, a representative of Crediton Age Concern unable to attend.

Crediton Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group

After 5 years of consultation, research and planning, the draft Neighbourhood Plan will soon
be online for everyone to read. Hard copies will also be available and you will be able to
read about it in the press.

Key proposal/idea: More affordable housing and a proper bus linking the whole of the town.

Sustainable Crediton

Sustainable Crediton is a group of local people that share common concerns about the
environment, the natural world and its finite resources. Its mission is to help people in
Crediton and the local area to lead more sustainable lifestyles and work towards a carbon
neutral future.

It has a transition town approach by focusing on changing minds, changing expectations and
changing what people do in their day to day lives to help the community become truly self-
supporting and resilient in the face of the coming challenges of climate change, peak oil and
food insecurity.

They held a street stall in March to meet the public and to advertise forthcoming talks and
the Seed Share. They have regular get-togethers called Chatterbox where people can meet
and talk informally about the environment and sustainability.
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